St.    John  Emlenton     11:00  10/26/69 

*Froe,ssional   Hymn    J7- 
* Choral    Call   to   Worship 
* Confession   of   Sin 
♦Assurance   of  Pardon 

a    .ipture      i    Cor.    13  ' 

*Gloria  Patri 

♦Apostles   Creed 

*Pastoral  Prayer 

Announcements 


Offering,    Prayer 

♦Hymn  "L  l-C 

Sermon 

Praverr  &  lord's  Prayer 

*hymn  "3  s 

*Bendiction 

♦Threefold  Amen 

♦Posxiude 


The  Gospel  of  Love 

as   lu;10   Jerusalem  Bible 
Love   is  the   one   thing  that    cannot   hurt  your  neighbor.. 

The   events   of  the  past  weeks   and  months  shou] d   cause  us   to   take 
a  close   look  at   the  words   thrat-wt»re  written  su-oh— a  long  ti*e-  ago.    Many  pea 
today,    think   and   feel   ihPX  these  words  were  [only  [intended]  for  those   +n  whom  t 
written.    ghey^-cftly— ap TBjLrsd  Jn   other  words/\to   those  people   around   two   thousand 

go.    But   i'f  we   examine  the  words  o-f  Jesua  we   ean  find    answers   ^o^  ri-^  prss- 

! 

f-p  we  look  n~\  ssevat  the  meetj        .t,--i-tc-  '^x^  he  Pharisees  we 


n->r   Pee  a-t   once  th--**  their  motives  were  not  exactly  pure.    IPhey  came  +o  Him  ho|  : 

to   trip  Him  u*' and   ^D+   ^he   good"  so  they  could  roy  Him.    Firs 

flattered  Him.,    and  then   they  coated  their  words  with  honey,    so   the  following  words 
would  not   E^em  too  damaging  to  Jesus..  Many  u-ee^l-e  act   Ijrko   this   today.    Vie   see   in 
i-he  movies   or  on  television   a  humorous  picture   involv"  3  women,    where   one 

remarks   rather   cattily,    "How  nice  you   look^dear."  while   all   the   time   T,Te   can,  the 
daggers   shining  In  her  eyes _-aad  She   is   really  thinki-  '  rrible  yon.  look." 

But   these  Pharisees   ^ri*?    +o   Hi'ra,    "Master,    we  know  you   s^e   an  honest  m^n,    that  you 
are  not   afraid   of   anyone,    frscause    a  maris   rank  me.nnf  nothing  to  you,    -»&d— tlRrt  you 
teach  the  way  of  Gori    £n    all   honesty.    Is  ft  permiss-b1^   tc  Caesar  or 

not?  es  or  no?  "were   is   vb*>~~=-+:hfv  +hf|i[rht— Hw-tr;   )<-*A  the   trarvre 

to  spring  s^z*  on  ~-:i^.    if  He   answersWoj    don't  '■N"  ss,   bat   3ust  b^  tr,i'>  to   Gki 

tteeft  Jesus   is   tall-"  ainst   Caesar^   aad  He   ic   guilty   of  treason.    But  we   are 

told   He   saw  through  their  hypocrisy  and   asked  for   a   coin.    His   answer,  "Give  to 
Oesar  the  things   that  belong  tto   Caesar,    and  to  God  what  belongs  to  God,"  was  a 
real   shocker  for    UiPS«-jae©J&3re   and  totally  teexpected. 

Then  if  we   look   at  the  words  of  Paul   we   see  that  he   is   admonj  p: 
y  the  laws   aa*d  be  law  abiding..  It o, Alto  11  be  aft-rid    of  the  maglstra 
for  only   the   criminal   need  be  afraid.    Then  he  tells  them  the   commandments  are  to 
be  kept   aad  not   forgotten.    But   one   thing  to   -remember  is   the   importance   of  the   two 


2. 

commandments   of  Jesus,    The   first  ojae   is  to   1ovd   God   completely  and   the  second    £a 
to  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.    Paul   is   reiterating  these  words.    He  tello'^lfemi, 
i      Vo   jv   the   one   thing  +hat   cannot  hurt  you1"  n  ■.  "   Yet   if  we   look  at   our 

society  wp  Hnn't  s°e  much  in  the  way  of  love,  do   we?Jjfe   see  hr4-"-^   £»s1 — adr,    w-   see 
it  between    races,    We   see    i4    between   religions,    We   se     j  t  in   our  natfona]    ooli'tics 
between  men   and   parties^   -Anff-  yep,    we   ev°n  see  it  in  oUr  Cbarrehes.   Many  of  the  move- 
ments that  started   out  legitimately  in  this   country,    have  y>prowt=  nothing  more  than 
an    excuse  to  do  whatever  oup  pleases   and   to   disregard   the   rights   and   nriviled.  ■ 
0f  everyone   else3.    This  may  include   fire-bombing  someone's  home   or  business.  &r  It 
miay  involve  sniping  at  someone  with  a   rifle.    Or  even  demonstrating  by  smashing 
windows   and   store   fronts..  No   one   seems  to   carp  what  happens   $*a»tr=ro  long  as  we 

i  4.u        -    .  doi"f  """"/liic   ~f~h\rn>J   <fcr 

Keen  tne  di°-.    bold-  headlines  aglow  by  showing  feat— we  have  -  ws-_ar£__dr d 

tbe,S»r~tlEi»gB— #er» 

In  a  re rent   issue   of   Christianity   Today,    there   is   an   article 
Lonal    Council   of   Churches.    It  roints  out   that   at  on°   of  their  recent 
■sions   a  policy   statement   was     proposed  and   massed  by  and  81   to   6  vote.    It   s^s 
"eeagnize   that  when    justice   ci  "■    actios   "i+hin 

structures   or  through    ci'vi]    disobedience,    an   Incres  be?  of  Christ- 

called   upea   to   seek  justice  through    resistance  or  revolution."  Now 
this  is  a  group  of  very  learned  men.    They  are  a3rse   supposed  to   r  lent  Christian- 

ity,   If  this   is   +he  message   that  Jesus   sproke  then   I   think   I   am   reading  the  wrc 
book.    I   am   reading  His  message  wrong.    He  never  advocated  hatred   and  violence.    His 
message  was   one  of  love  for  one   another.    Ann    this   isn't    just  my   ides   either.    Ir 
the   --me   issue   of  Christianity   Today  is  a  summary  of  the  news.    The  title  of  this 
article   is,    "Back   to  violence   as  usual."   The  very  first   sentence   states,    "1968 
may  go  down   as  the  year  in  which   the  world   tried   to   cope   with  ri  while 

ecumenical   assemblies  sought   to  encourage  it." 

have   had   all   tyres  of  violence  in   our  nation,   We-4iav£_  hssd  Sev- 
_ral   prominent  pewie^'shot   and  killed.   .Thee  fhe  nue   Bn6    cry  arose   that   we   should 
bave  gun   control  laws.   Every  politii  3  legislator  worth  his  sa]  J-  proposed   it 

so   the  measure  would    earry  hj  -  name-fcag  and   identify  him   as  being  ^n    H--i         |       ■    traek. 


3. 
mhis  past  week  pnm<=^np  tri"d   to  assassinate  the  premier  of  Greece 

with  a  bomb   and   then  with  fire  bombs.    I  made   the   facetious   r-°m^rk  to   someone  that 
we  need  gasoline   control   laws   so   that   the   threat  from   fire  bombs  would  be  nnn- 

&.  .stpnt.   How  of   course   thin  is   ridiculous  and   equally  ridiculous   fs  the  thought 

that    registering   guns  will   sto^   criif  and  violence.    Why  don't  we   r-eciRter  all 

paring  knives,    carving  knives,    noeket  kniwe-s   enri    screw/drivers?  -All    of  these   can 

and  have  been  used   to   commit  murder,.  Of   all   the  prononpnts   of  gun  legislation      I 

have  not  heard  or  read  of  anyo*«-  »f  them  making  any  klmJ  «#   remark   concerning  the 

looting   of   s    ?tore   in  Watts,    Los   Angeles   this   week.    There   we^e   over   one  h'  ndred 

j  pea  k 


guns   as  well    no   ammunition   stolen.    Have  you  heer^    any  gun  law  "r""nnpn+  i= 


afeoui   this?    This   fs  on"1  ^   one   o-f  nr-ny  instances    ^"-i- -h-»W   taken   ols    e  in  this — ■*=— 

•pv   the   H--f'Ti°  haa   "^mo   when    we    ehewld    oPn    a   ^aflp  a   sp^de.    2hat  We 
should    stop  protecting  theae  pa^plo.    %hf>*  \iA   should   start   t:         i    e  them  ar    crim- 
inals.   Do  you  know  why  this  violence   took  p] sne  in  Watts?   It  was  because   those 
big,    bad,,  brutal   police  were  arresting  a  being   drunk   "nd   diaorderly. 

In   others  words^,  they  were  doj  job    and   were  hampered   from   it  by  these 

5  o  nS . 

T^uple.   Will    jjun   contro]    laws  s+o^   this?   ^  course  not.    The  +ine  has  come  th« 
wp   should  stop  protecting  theae  hoodlums  simply  bee-  '  >   fs  black..  It 

■sterns  like   we   are   afraid   to   do   anything  to   these  "=^1=.     "he   laws   have  been   m^de 
for   the  black   as   well    as   the  white..  I   do  not  think   that   any  white  man   should    re- 
ceive preferential    treatment  because  he   is   white.    If  he   is   guf]  ~»ime   then 
he  deserves  +n  b«  punished   for  it.    tad  I  think  this  applies  to  all  Americana, 

have  many  ministers   and   pries'  arts   nnd  marc) 

for  dif  causes.    Perhaps   some  534«*3*3-,    However  I  think  that   some 

of  theae  men  are  of   causing  -1       hatred  and  violence  that  has   come  abou+. 

sently  I  had  a  conversation  with  ,        ■"    ad   of  mine  who  han-n^n?  +o  be  a  minister, 
*i*d  He  was   telling  of  a  fellow  minister  who  went   down  to   Mississippi    and   marched 
in  a  demonstration.    Upon   his   return   he  was  boasting  a&out    +he  amount   of   courage 
it   took   to   do    ■'■his.    My  f ri end ,fau]  f  remarked   that  he  told    him  it  did   not   require 
-too  much   "guts"  to  march  with   several   hundred   thousand   other  people.    But   it   ^v 
quired  more    "guts"  to   stand  up   in  his  pulpit   and    point   out   the   issues   that   ehould 
be  ^tttrt*#d  ottt-wtthiaa.  his   own   congregation..  This   is   the  truth.    It  does  require 


that,    MWerv«  got   troubles,    right   here  in  Emlenton,  "  We  '<=fen  walk   out   that  back 


4. 
more   so   called    "guts"   to   sneak   cut  when  you   are 'only  pm**.  voice. 

In   the  musical    comedy,    "The  Music  Man"   the  mal»  lead    r^*+    of  Prof. 
F'~old   Hi!!.  1   has  one   "•?   the  most   appropriate   BoEjga   "■■'ion'-  the^e   li]  n   +hn  movi  - 

version   the     art  '  ■"•^   by   Robert  Preston^    perhaps  many   of  you   saw  it     However, 

one   a-p  the   songs   he    sings  tells   of  this  little  "'"own   of  River  plty.    He   sfngs^    "Yora'v* 
,~n+   troubles   right   heire   in   River  City."     Well   we   can  pay  that   this  morning.    We   can 
s 

door  of  this   church  and   talk   ail    we   want  about  civil   rights.    But  tell  me, 
actually  have  that  problem  here?   Of   course  we   don't.    But   we   haws  poop]  a     who  need 
spiritual   and   financial    help.    We  have  people  who   are  unclaarched,    who  n°er   to  be 
contacted  and  asked   to   come   to  worship   and    to   accept  Jesus  Christ..   We  have  a  nreblem 

•  hoodlums  driving   right  down  main  street   <->n   Friday  and    Saturday  night   at 
two   and   three  o'clock  in  the  morning..   Oh   Jes,    I   hea-  them    almost   every  week.    They 

drive   at   +reaiendous   speeds  without    regi  rone  e1  se.    .'aid  n®  one  doos   anyth:" 

■  b* 
about   it,    ttothi  ■!   i4-  i*   ^i   late. 

tK  these   are  the  tl  tr  j  bt   n^nfnjit_    We  don't 

need   to  go  to  Li+;-  jk.Arkansas,    or  Mississippi   er  anywhere  else,   ,:  aaid 

sthfng  most   of  ■  ;et   or   else  have   overlooked.    H°   said,  "Before  you   take  the 

splinter  out   of  the  eye  of  sonponQ   °t se,    first   take   the  beam  out   of  your  own-" 

Someone   else  has   coined   the   expression   &■  different'&Mfr.    He   Bald   to    sweep  th">   Jj 

from   in   fron-1"   of  your  own   door  b<=-fo~e  you   sweep   the  dirt   from;  someone   <Lses  door. 

But  the  gist   is   the   "ame   and    it  means  that  we   should  take   care  of  our  own   proble 

before  we   try  to   take   care   of  the  prob]  ems  of  the   rest   of  the  weld. 

An.  Episcopal    priest   was   spending  hie  vacation  in  the  back  woods 

and   while  out  for  a  stroll  he  lost  his  way.   H«*  estopped   at  the  first   "fam 

he   c?me   to   and   asked  for  directions..  The   old    farmer   told    hint,    and   then  the 

jd    for  p  d^ink  of  w^ter  and   the  farmer  obliged.    During  this   tim«    they   b«ci 

conversation^    sad  "^he  priest   4-  -    farmer  -in  y,&  i.rPc   c-rl,-i    what  he 

Tho  forfo-  remarked    th£  as  indeed  strange   since  he  was  also  an  E-  -nisco-n- 

aliam.    ^he  priest   Inquired  to  what    parish  he  belonged    and    the   farmer  renlied    t1-"1- 

he   didn't  know  nothing   about   an"-  parish.    mhen  the  t>ri°p+    asked    who   confirmed  him. 


The  farmer  said    he  didn't  know  anything  about   that   either.      "Veil   how  nan  you  be 
an  Episcopalian  then,"  he  asked,    ^he  farmer  said^e-l]   you   aee  i't  was  this  way,. 
T"~'  **  1   wnt  to    church   and   the   sign  out    side   Paid   E-pfcepallan.,    I   went   in 

and    this  here  feller  got  up   front   an*   he   sayf*  that  they  had  done   tilings   they  hadn't 

done.    And   they  had   left  undone  things   they  oughter  of  dome,    and   I   saye   to 
myself,    'thata  my  fix  exactly,    and   I've  b^en   an  E-piacopalian   eve-  since." 

,N#e*rfhie   is  how  many  of  us   act*  We  know  what   w<=   should   do  ana 
rhat  we  should  &e  doin^,   but   somehow  or  other  ^t"  have   lost   sight   of   bhese 

things.  -    >ui<3  be   trying  to  bring  '      |  ;fc  but   fce  Jesus 

chriBtg    fr+   we   „0  ab0ll+  i4.       if  inde6l3   we    jo   .w  +   it  at  allj 

no+  "'   en&.   We  -seem  to  be-4jy4ftg  to  keep  our  own  little   churches  ee** 

«#  like  an   exclusive   club.    I*i©  onif  openTto  those  wh^£«^U^  +h°  standard. 

Our  churches   are   like    closed    shops.    In   order  to  belong  you  must   dress   a   certain 

way,    or  earn  a   certain   amount,    or  meet   some  man-made   rule* 

Jesus  said,    "Go  into  the  world   and   fea]  1]   men."  Hot  just 

ne?   fcut    all  man.    Not    just   +hor  ■  ptaMe   to   our  standards   or  who   can 

-  entrance   requirements^   feat  all  men..  '  ftart  loving    sur 

man.    We  need   to   start   sol-wing  our  own  problems  before  we   sta-J-    curing  the   ills 

the  world.    Our  ]  ove  as   Christians   should    shine  forth  f^om  our  lives  like  a  beacon. 

^^^   r"  hr-   "h1  e   to   look    at  us   and    pay,    "There  goes  a   Christian-"  :-'«  should 

be  the  example  o^  what  Jesus  was.    We   should  be   striving  to   reach  ":  ehurched 

+h=  unlovable  and   the  rejects   of  society       j  -    <- ■  th   J-w - 

rea]    _^     or  those  wh0  were  better  off  ,  .      Lse?   -       H^  didn't     His 

t"K«, 

time  was   si°n+  with  thor-o   reiee"1--   of   society.    For  tMs   He   wc  ■  label    H 

Pharisees   and    +h«   Saduccees   and   the   Scribes   tacked   on  Him.    This  is  th*  label   you 
and  I  should  wear,    and  wear  proudly.   We  should  be  seeking  to   grow  just  a  little 
closi  -ur  Master  and  ayer  should    I  -    entitled,    »My  Daily 

Prayer,"  by   Srenville  Klelser..  Let  me  share  it  with  you. 

If  I    ?^n  a^   some   good  today,    If  I   can  serve  along  life's  way, 

If  I   can   something  helpful    say,    Lord,    show  m»  how. 

If  I   can   right   a  human  wrong,    If  I   can  help  to  make   one   strong, 

If  I    can   cheer  with   smilp   or   son."-,    Lord,    show  me   how- 


6.. 
If  I   can  aid  one   in  distress,    If  I   can  make   a  burden  less, 
If  I   an   spread  more  happiness,    Lor-d ,    show  me  how.. 
I"f  I   can   do   a  kindly  deed,    If   I   can  heln   someone  in  ne°d, 
If  I   can   sow  a  fruitful    pe^d,    Lord,    show  me  howa 
If  I    "an   -Cppfl   a  hungry  heart,    If  T    -an    give   a  bf=++er  "ta^+j 
Tf  I  can  "•'il"'  ord,    show  me   how« 

jf  we    30Uia   each   live   end   f""1"   Id    this  ,"-' -  our  n:"-  -    n  ^   -n^+ 

jr  lip  m^^f   complete,    but  T'"^   could  he  +h<=  instruments   through   which  the  ! 
o-f   "ori   would  be   greatly  advanced.    Then  the  ded  in  mt  time  would 

become  a  reality  and    i  Id   each  come   to  know  the  truth  of  the  words   of  Paul* 

"L^ve  is  the  one  thing  that   cannot  hurt  your  neighbor.." 


;n  they   sr^id  to  me. 
Let  uc  *,ord, 

fto   Confer  '  wait  for  the  Lord 

v'th  uin.'js   like   ea,--;lBB,    they   Bl  ■  nd   not   be 

not  fai..'  ,  cone 

>d  in  confess! oa. 

Lord,    !.r>ve  mercy   uoon  us. 

Kord,  hav 

,  -rcy  u^on  us.. 

Est,   have  mercy  upon  us. 

. 
. 

therefore  no   c 

for  tl  ,  aot 

according-  to  the  fles::,  but   •  rit, 

"f      Of    fiA> 


